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US Open Juniors 2014

For the 3rd year in a row, I have had the pleasure of working with Japan's national
high school spring tennis champions with the sponsorship of Wilson Japan. Every US
Open season, I am very anxious to meet the two players. This year, the players were
Toshiki Kobayashi for the boys and Mayu
Okawa for the girls. Coincidentally they
belong to the same school so they got along
very well.

My first impression of Toshiki was
that he was a highly enthusiastic and
extremely energetic individual. He also
seemed to be very care free and pure, most
likely because it was his first ever overseas
trip. Although at times he seemed to be
forgetful, I feel that you can achieve self




discipline and self awareness through many different experiences in life and I hope that
this experience in NY will help him learn more about himself.

During the practices prior to the tournament, Toshiki's personality was on display as
he ran around the court for each ball with intensity and passion and working on running
drills after practice on his own. Although he just flew in from the other side of the globe,
you would have never guessed it by his upbeat personality and enthusiasm on and off the
court. I feel that his tennis game will improve greatly if he can generate more pace and
control on his serve so that he can set himself up to win quicker points. Right now it seems
his tennis play is dominated by athleticism. I definitely feel his tennis game has the
potential to be even better with more precision from the baseline and a more well rounded
mental game, learning to maneuver bigger and stronger opponents with skill and
technique.

Mayu Okawa is another wonderful individual who I actually briefly met about 4
years ago for the first time in New Zealand. She is a very calm, sweet and considerate girl
but with a lot of fire on the tennis court especially when she hits her ground strokes.
Although she is a year younger than Toshiki, it did not feel that way at all because of her
maturity. Her practice sessions were also very under control and she never seemed to get
nervous or anxious. She knew exactly what she wanted to practice and how much. I feel
that there is still a lot of room for growth in her game but I think she must first start to
believe in herself and try to be more confident because I think she can become a special
player.

As for the teachers this year, Mr. Kayumi, Mr. Sato, and Mr. Akada, they were a
pleasure to work with. They gave me a warm welcome and made me feel like I was a part
of their team. The team atmosphere with the teachers and players was really great this year
and I think there was positive energy from Day 1.

It has also been a pleasure working with Mr. Fukunaga from Wilson Japan for the
past 3 years. He is always trying his best to make sure the teachers, players, and myself are
well taken care of and he does a fabulous job.

I'm very blessed and grateful to be a part of this team each year and I thank you all for
another wonderful experience.

Toshiki Kobayashi
Qualifying tournament Round 1

In his very first overseas tennis match, Toshiki had a tough match-up with a
youngster from Sweden ranked in the top 80 in the world. It was a very one-sided match
with his opponent dominating him from start to finish. Toshiki did not give up and tried
his best for each and every point but he would need much more than that on this day. To
beat an opponent of this caliber, it is necessary to have a flawless game plan, precision, and
great self discipline. It was a very hard task for Toshiki to have to play someone of this
caliber for his very first international match but I'm sure it is one that he will never forget.
Only the best get to play in the Grand Slam tournaments so I hope Toshiki uses this
experience to learn and grow as both a player and as a person.
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Mayu Okawa
Qualifying tournament Round 1

Just like she had shown me from the first day I met her, Mayu was very poised and
under control from the first rally of our warmup early in the morning to the last point of a
nearly 3 hour match. It was a match that appeared to be in her hands leading one set up
and match point up with serve but was unable to capitalize and was forced into a tiebreak
which she lost. Then again in the 3rd set, she went up 4 games to 0 and seemed to be in
complete control but once again she would drop a match point and then lose in a tiebreaker
for a disappointing loss.

In such a big stage, it was amazing how well she played and how composed she
looked. I do believe that if Mayu had a stronger serve, she could have easily closed out the
match in the second set and very well could have gotten to the main draw. I think there is
a lack of 3 set match play in Japan so maybe the inexperience of how to raise the level of
play in crucial moments and learning how to play with momentum to close out a match
may have had some effect. In any case, Mayu definitely possesses a very unique talent and
I hope she continues to work hard and grow as a player because there is still a lot of
potential inside of her.

—Takashi Zetsu
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